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Building Effective Learners
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How are we going to get there?
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Ways you can help at home

Let them sit with it
Give them a moment to be “stuck”
before stepping in to help.

Share your own strategies
Talk about a time you got stuck and what
you tried.

A snapshot of what our staff are already doing to build effective learners:

A C H I E V E M E N T   ·   C A R I N G   ·   E X C E L L E N C E

Pedagogical pragmatism
A variety of evidence-based approaches, used across every classroom:

Metacognitive reflection Explicit teaching & modelling Adjusting complexity

Structured dialogue Exploring patterns Non-routine problems

Learners have a repertoire of strategies to draw on when they are stuck or don't know
what to do. This builds their independence through resourcefulness and resilience.

Explicitly teach a range of new
strategies that can be applied across

all learning areas.

Actively model how to use these
strategies during everyday lessons.

Give learners regular opportunities to
practise and apply the strategies in

different contexts.

Ask, don't tell
Try “What could you try next?” instead of
giving the answer straight away.

Praise the strategy
Notice their effort: “I saw you try a different
way when that one didn't work- well done.”

SA Curriculum dispositions

Woven into daily lessons so students
understand and strengthen these
qualities.

Bump it up walls

Living displays of 4 & 5-star writing
success criteria, refreshed regularly.

Grapple time

Dedicated time in each class for
resilience-building problem solving.

Teach, model, practise

Strategies explicitly taught, modelled,
and practised independently.

Visuals & referencing

Learning pit and dispositions displayed
and referenced across the site.

Learner action cards

Guide daily goal-setting, with habits
noticed and celebrated all day.
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