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School context and highlights
Owen Primary School is a small rural school situated 72km north of Adelaide in the Adelaide plains of South Australia. The
school familial background consists of a rural farming community as well as local residents who reside and work in the town and
nearby areas. Establishing, developing and maintaining meaningful interactions with families, school and the community is a
focus.
Staff at Owen Primary School believe that every child can achieve and the school strives for continuous improvement in service
and performance, whilst being accountable, responsive and innovative in order to raise expectations. The school has a strong
focus on monitoring student learning outcomes and supporting every individual student’s learning growth as evidenced by
student learning outcome data. There is strong parent and community interest in, and support of, all aspects of school life at
Owen Primary School.
Since 2015 all staff have been part of the Visible Learning journey with a major focus being on feedback and in particular staff
giving more effective and efficient feedback to students as well as students learning to give themselves and fellow peers
effective feedback about their learning. The ultimate goal is to have all staff and students able to give each other feedback
about each other’s teaching and learning. The school is working on making sure all learning intentions and success criteria are
clear and ensuring that all classrooms are a safe environment that allows students to be able to engage in this feedback
process.Student voice is heard through our Student Representative Council and this council is elected by their peers.
2018 Highlights include high quality NAPLAN and PAT results, having success in the Gilbert Valley Swimming Carnival and
sports day and representation by numerous students in SAPSASA events. We had a number of visitors to the school running
educational sessions, Owen Primary continued to be part of the ESchools program. The SRC, Governing Council and Parents
and Friends were actively involved in fundraising for the school benefiting the students education and the schools resources.
The school was part of the 3D printing and Science STEM projects. The Middle Primary class was heavily involved in raising
money for drought affected farmers through the Rope 4 Hope project in which they raised over $7500 for South Australian
drought affected farmers. This effort won them the Minster of Education award, State and WRC event of the year.

Governing council report
The 2018 school year was a very successful year for Owen Primary School in many ways.
As I reflect back on the past year, I am acutely aware of the strong sense of caring and kindness that is instilled in our students.
A quality and culture that many of us believe forms the back bone of our school community. The highly successful Rope for
Hope project lead by the very dedicated staff, Narelle Warner and Abbie Tiller, is a perfect example of the amazing culture of
our school community. The incredible success of this project was highlighted by it being the recipient of 3 notable awards: the
Children’s Week Minister of Education Award for “demonstrating outstanding achievement”; Wakefield Regional Council’s Event
of The Year; and South Australian Community Event of the Year awarded at the Australia Day Awards Ceremony at
Government House.
Many sporting successes have also occurred throughout 2018. Early in the year Owen won the Team Games Trophy and
came 2nd in the stroke events at the Gilbert Valley Swimming Carnival. Our students have successfully represented us in
SAPSASA Basketball, Tennis, Athletics, Cross-country Running, Netball and Football. And, most recently, winning the Tabloid
Events at the Gilbert Valley Sports Day.
7 students were successful in making it to the grand final of the Food & Fibre Science Investigation Awards held at the Royal
Adelaide Show. Owen Primary made it's presence felt by having 2 students awarded 1st and 2nd place in the Year 4, 5 & 6
section.
Marketing of the school has been a focus for Governing Council, in our attempt to lift the profile of the school to maintain
student numbers. Strategies have included a new school sign, used to advertise both school and community events / important
dates; regular articles in the Plains Producer written by our student "Junior Editor"; and the purchase of sports tops which have
been worn proudly by our students at inter-school events. Our enrollment numbers remain relatively stable in an environment
that is becoming increasingly challenging.
Other notable improvements to our school have included the construction of a nature play space and the introduction of
individual piano tuition available to our students.
Thank you to all of the people who have contributed to our school – staff, governing council members, students and parents.
The support you provide to our small school does not go unnoticed, and is fundamental to the success of Owen Primary
School.
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Improvement planning and outcomes
2018 had a continued focus on Visible learning in particular through the use of effective feedback, teacher to student, students
to students and students to teachers. This was implemented through the use of success criteria and learning intentions in
classes. Making sure the students understood what it would look like to have success and getting them to realise when they
had had this success. This was started in numeracy lessons and then was implemented into Science, HASS and PE. Students
understanding was tracked through surveys and it was really positive to see real growth in this area. Students are starting to
become more confident in their understanding of what is expected in class and how this allows them to have success. This has
been seen through the survey responses but also through their increased ability to give each other and at times teachers
feedback about their learning and the tasks completed.
Comprehension and improved Numeracy results were the other two major focuses of the school in 2018. NAPLAN, PAT and
grade data showed that we have made some improvements in this area but as a staff have decided to keep these on our Site
improvement Plan (SIP) for 2019-2021. We believe that we need to do more explicit teaching around comprehension especially
in the early years as well as expose students to more varieties of text types for them to get more exposure in understanding
what information is being given, what needs to be added to by other evidence and what requires their own opinion. We
allocated financial and physical resources into achieving this goal in the coming years.
Our running records data was very good in 2018. 95% of the students reached the DfE Standard of Education Achievement
and 89% achieved Owen Primary school target which is much higher than the SEA. It was great to see numerous Year Twos
reach Lexiles and all students make real improvements in this area.
PAT results indicated that we have a number of students in PAT-M that are just below the higher bands in their year level. As a
staff we looked at these results and found that students struggled with the language and comprehension of the questions. This
has lead to our 2019 SIP target of improving PAT-M results through the explicit teaching of numeracy through different texts,
also the language of numeracy so that we can take students from just below high bands into those higher bands. Investigations
and ensuring students can extend themselves. PAT-R results were very pleasing but again highlights that we need to continue
with comprehension as one of our 2019-2021 targets. We had numerous students struggle to interpret what the question was
asking and although they could read very well they could not understand what was being asked of them. The raw results look
great but further analysis shows that we still need to improve in this area.
This year we participated in the Science Investigation awards and had pleasing results from all that participated. We have
seven students selected to go to the Royal Adelaide Show Final and eventually gained first and second place which was very
pleasing. With STEM being a big part of school we participated in the 3D printing and Science programs and it was great for
students to be exposed to these programs. We came 4th out of 44 schools in the 3D printing showcase which was another
example of the high quality work that was produced in 2018 at Owen Primary School. Students also got to participate in
numerous programs such as living safely with pets, first aid for kids, Way to go bike education sessions, swimming lessons,
aquatics camp. Our grounds were improved through the involvement of community groups and a nature play area improved
through a working bee. Future projects include painting the classrooms.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Dept. for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy.
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA
for reading and numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2016 to 2018 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

0%

0%

25%

Middle progress group

0%

0%

50%

Lower progress group

0%

0%

25%

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from Student DataWarehouse, August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

0%

0%

25%

Middle progress group

0%

0%

50%

Lower progress group

0%

0%

25%

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from Student DataWarehouse, August 2018.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2018

8

8

6

3

75%

38%

Year 3 2016-18 average

7.7

7.7

4.7

2.3

61%

30%

Year 5 2018

7

7

2

1

29%

14%

Year 5 2016-18 average

7.3

7.3

2.3

1.7

32%

23%

Year 7 2018

6

6

1

0

17%

0%

Year 7 2016-18 average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Data Source: Dept. for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2018.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School performance comment
2018 bought some very high academic results. NAPLAN was discussed in previous sections. PAT Reading and Numeracy
showed great growth in all individuals as well as very positive results as a school. We had 31% in the Higher bands and 57% in
the middle bands (20% of these just below higher bands) for reading. 35% of students were in the higher bands for Numeracy
and 64% in the middle bands (33% of these were just below higher bands).
In 2018 we set many targets as as a whole school & we were pleased about the results we achieved. We achieved our running
records targets, NAPLAN targets, Literacy Pro targets, I Can Do Maths and our PAT Maths and PAT Reading/Comprehension
targets. Unfortunately we fell short of our attendance target by 2.3%. Our targets are aimed above the standard of education so
that we have a school which is aiming to excel in Academic achievement. Through strong staff collaboration and relationships
with parents and the community, students are given a very personalised education which is highlighted by the results we
achieved in 2018. Student progress is regularly discussed at staff meetings and as all staff are involved in every kids education
it gives them opportunities to ensure all students have the best chance of reaching their potential.
Staff continued to improve in the area of Visible learning. In 2018 we concentrated on developing our use of success criteria
and learning intentions. We also focused on developing students ability to provide each other and teachers with constructive
feedback about a learning opportunity. We all participated in one Student free day around this. Moderation continues to be a
topic that as a state and partnership we are continuing to develop. Our partnership student free day allowed staff to continue to
build their knowledge in this important area.
In response to the drought conditions affecting farmers in 2018, students at Owen Primary School organised "Fiver for a
Farmer" day, where all students came dressed as farmers and donated $5. What began as an idea from some big hearted
Middle Primary students concerned about the drought in parts of SA, evolved into major fundraising, not only provided 70 bales
of hay to farmers in need on the Eyre Peninsula and 35 bales to those in the Robertstown area, but also highlighted the crisis,
and gave hope to farmers doing it tough. Students raised over $7500 and are still looking at ways to use this money to help
those in needs. Students and teachers were recognised for their efforts with a Minister for Education award as well as the
Wakefield Regional council and State event of the year recognition. Some media coverage, including Channel 10 news,
sparked new enthusiasm and support for the project. Ropes were sent as far as Sydney, and other organisations threw their
support behind the project. 80 tonne of hay, countless amounts of rope bracelets and over $7,500 raised - this far exceeded the
students' goal. The children of the Owen Primary School are to be congratulated for their community spirit and selflessness.

Attendance
Year level

2015

2016

2017

2018

Reception

96.4%

93.1%

96.9%

89.9%

Year 1

88.4%

95.5%

88.5%

97.5%

Year 2

94.8%

86.9%

94.2%

92.6%

Year 3

93.6%

96.1%

84.6%

96.5%

Year 4

93.0%

96.2%

95.6%

84.0%

Year 5

89.2%

94.5%

92.5%

94.8%

Year 6

95.3%

93.2%

91.0%

97.0%

Year 7

93.6%

96.0%

86.3%

86.9%

Total

92.7%

93.5%

91.2%

92.2%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.
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Attendance comment
Improvement in attendance from 2017 was pleasing but again there were a number of exemptions for family holidays in school
time as well as less than four students with poor attendance patterns that led to us not reaching our target of 95% attendance
rate. As a school we have been working with families to ensure that we can improve this for the 2019 school year. We hope to
see this work show improvements in the 2019 attendance data.

Behaviour management comment
Behaviour Management has mostly been dealt with within classrooms. There have been a number of incidents that resulted in
Exits and students being sat out of class and their parents contacted. In 2018 there was no Suspensions or Internal
Suspensions. Issues do occur at school but when teachers are informed of issues they are dealt with quickly in a restorative
justice approach.

Client opinion summary
Client opinions were gathered via the annual school survey as well as through the new DfE dashboard survey. The responses
from staff, students and parents was overall really positive. In regards to teaching, learning and leading of the school the
majority of the responses were indicating that what we do as a staff is working. With respect to the maintenance of the school
over 90% of the people that responded believed that it was being done really well.
Academic improvement, working with parents, taking on parents opinions were just below or just above 80% of responses
either strongly agreeing or agreeing that they are happy with how staff at the school are doing in these areas.
In regards to student learning, parents and students are exceptionally happy with this with less than 5% being unhappy with
either the expectations of the children, feedback given about children, fair treatment, listening to parent concerns and
motivation for children to learn.
One area that was a little low and that one parent commented on is behaviour management. 71.2% believe the school is doing
well but this is too low for our expectations at Owen primary school. The comment about being more consistent and making
sure we stop issues quicker will be taken on board for the 2019 school year. I take all feedback seriously and will use this with
my staff to ensure we make Owen Primary school the best school it can be.
Feedback in general though is very pleasing. Owen has great family support and great kids so as a staff we need to continue to
lift expectations and ensure that students are continually growing, both academically and as community minded individuals.
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Intended destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

0

NA

Other

0

NA

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

0

NA

Transfer to SA Govt School

10

100.0%

Unknown

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2018.

Relevant history screening
A number of volunteers and support staff were screened this year.
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Teacher qualifications and workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

14

Post Graduate Qualifications

1

Data Source: Dept. for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

4.7

0.0

2.7

0

5

0

6

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Dept. for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2018.

Financial statement
Funding Source
Grants: State

Amount
871677.61

Grants: Commonwealth

5400.00

Parent Contributions

19183.31

Fund Raising

10763.46

Other

13769.56

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2018 school annual report: Tier 2 funding report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2018 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved behaviour management and NA
engagement
Targeted funding for
individual students

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Improved outcomes for students with
an additional language or dialect

NA

Improved outcomes for students with
disabilities

Student support officers, intervention programs, NEP's and One plans in place.

One years growth for every kid for the
2018 school year was achieved.

Improved outcomes for
• rural and isolated students
• Aboriginal students
• numeracy and literacy
including early years support
First language maintenance and
development
Students taking alternative pathways
Students with learning difficulties
grant

This paid for transports costs, excursions, bringing people into the school. Allowing
students to have the same advantages as those students in the city or much larger
schools.

Ensuring that students are not
disadvantaged because of where they
live and the quality of education is as
good if not better.
Early years education is crucial

Australian Curriculum

STEM funding and training of staff in regards to specific area of the Australian
Curriculum.

Aboriginal languages programs
initiatives

NA

Better schools funding

ICT improvement, improved Internet and high standard education

Access to a quality modern education.

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

NA

NA

Improved outcomes for gifted students NA

NA

Primary school counsellor (if
applicable)

NA

Numeracy and literacy money helped run intervention programs, training and
development of staff, extension groups and SSO support to target learning in specific
areas.
Early years intervention monies allowed smaller class sizes for the yearly years and
ensured that all students had a positive outlook of school and ability to enjoy learning
in the early years.

NA

